"Cisbebki 0i0ioTekHn YKpaiHHW B yYMOBax BillHH: BHKJIMKH HOBOI
peajibHOCTI".

VYkpaina mo 2022 p. — kpaina 3 40 mMuH HacenmeHHsM. BiiftHa 3Mycuia
0ararb0X MEIIKAHIIIB MMOKMHYTH CBOI JOMIBKH 1 ixaTH y Oe3mneuHi miciis. Bij BifiHH
CTPaXXJ1al0Th JIFOAU B YKPATHCHKUX MICTax 1 celax.

Jlo moyarky BenMMKOMAacIITabHOI BIWHU HAaceleHHsS YKpaiHU IMPOXKUBAJIO Y
461 micti 1 28 369 cUIbCHKUX HAacENIEHUX MyHKTax (Tpeda 3ayBakKUTH, IO JEAKI 3
HUX (DI3UYHO 3HUILEHI 1 3aJTUIIUINCS TUTBKH AK MO3HAYKH HA Mati).

V cenax npoxusae 30 % HaceneHHs'.

bibmioreuny cucremy VYkpaiHM CKIanalTh IMyOJiyHI 1 ClelialibHi
01010TeKH.

Cucrema nyOnigyaux 010110TeK YKpaiHU CKIAAa€eThCes 3 6 HaIllOHAJIBHHUX Ta
nepkaBHUX 010mioTeK, ski nepeOyBarOTh y JE€p)KaBHIM BIAacHOCTI Ta cdepi
ynpaBiiHHsS MiHicTepcTBa KyJAbTypu 1 iHGOpMaIiiHOI MOMITHKK; 22 oO0MacHi
yHIBepcaJIbHI HaykoBi 010mioreku, 19 obnacHux 016710TEK IS FOHAITBA/MOJIO/,
22 ob6nacui Oi0miorexu g giter; 11756 CinbCbKMX, CEIMIHHUX, MICBKHX
016mioTexk (y TOMy 4YHCHi, I AITEH Ta IOHAUTBa) pazoM 3 Qumsmu. 9644
010:110TEK 3 (QLIISAMU 3HAXOATHCA Yy CUIbChKIM MicieBOCTI (82 %) .

Y Hamiii KpaiHi BCTAHOBJIIOIOTH TMOKAa3HWKKA MIHIMAJIBHOTO PIBHSA
3a0€e3IeUeHHsT HACEJICHHsI Mepekero MmyoniuHux Oi0miorex [lepxkaBHi comiajabHi
HOPMATHBH 3a0e3levYeHHs] HAaceJleHHsl mMyOIiyHuMu Oibsiorekamu B YKpaini’,
BianoBigHO 11b0My HOPMATHUBHO-IIPABOBOIO aKTy OpraHi3allis Mepexki MmyOJiuyHuX
010:110TEK Yy CUIBCHKI MICHEBOCTI Iependayae:

B QJMIHICTPAaTUBHOMY IIEHTPI KOXKHOI TepuTOpianbHOi Tpomaau (y TOMY
yuciai o0’eqHaHOi) MOBWMHHA (YHKIIIOHYBAaTH, SK MIHIMYM, OJHA IyOJiyHa

010110TEKA;

! http://db.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/Quicktables/NEW/index.asp
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https://www.kmu.gov.ua/npas/pro-zatverdzhennya-derzhavnih-socialnih-normativiv-zabezpechennya-naselennya-
publichnimi-bibliotekami-v-ukrayini
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https://www.kmu.gov.ua/npas/pro-zatverdzhennya-derzhavnih-socialnih-normativiv-zabezpechennya-naselennya-publichnimi-bibliotekami-v-ukrayini
http://db.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/Quicktables/NEW/index.asp

B IHIIMX HACEJNIEHWX IMyHKTax IMyOiaiyHa O10/1i0TeKka BIJKPUBAETHCS Ha

500—800 oci6 30HM OOCITyrOByBaHHS 32 YMOBH, III0 BiJCTaHb MK 010J10TeKaMu

He OUTbIIe HiXK 3 KUIOMETpH;

y cellax, CeNMINaX, BITHECEHUX JI0 TIPChbKUX HACEICHUX MYHKTIB BiJIOBIIHO

10 3aKOHYy

Vkpainn “IIpo craTyc TipchbKUX HAaceIEHUX IYHKTIB B YKpaiHi”,

nyOmiyHa 0167i0TeKa Moxe (YHKIIIOHYBaTH Yy KOXXHOMY HACEICHOMY ITYHKTI

HE3AJIEKHO Bl YMCEILHOCT] HACEICHHS.

Kinpkicte myOmiynux 6i01ioTek B YKpaiHi 3MEHIIYeTbCs. 31e0UIBIIOT0 3a

PaxyHOK CUIbChKHX 010JTI0TEK.

2013 2014 2021 2022
[TyGmiuni 6i0moTeKH 17 923 15919 12 384 11 756
B cibChKiil MiCLIEBOCTI 14547 13 253 10 161 9 644

HamionansHa 0610mioTexa Ykpainu iMeHi fIpociaBa Myaporo mocTiitHO

3MIIACHIOE MOHITOPUHT BTpar myOmiyHux 0i0moTek. 3 moYaTKy MOBHOMACIITA0HOTO

BTOPIHCHHA

(24 mororo 2022 p.) Oyno HMPOBEACHO IIICTh €TamiB MOHITOPUHTY.

3apa3 rotTyroThCs pe3yabTaTd OCTaHHBOI'O, IIOCTOr0. 3a MIACYMKAMH 5 eTamny:

HOBHICTIO 3pyitHOBaHO — 110 my6miyHMX 610:110TEK;

YaCTKOBO 3pPYyWHOBAHO (TOTPEOYIOTH KAMTAJIBbHOTO PEMOHTY) — 327
nyoaigyHuX 0107110TEK;

3a3HAJIM HE3HAYHUX TOMIKOKEHb — 328 myOiuHuX 010,110TeK;
BTPaTHJIM BCl MaTepiajJbHO-TEXHIYHI 3aco0u — 155 616mioTek;

3a3HAJIM YaCTKOBUX BTpaT MaTepiajlbHO-TEXHIYHMX 3aco0iB — 231
010m10TEKA;

MNOBHICTIO BTpaTHin 010mi0TeuH1 pouau — 116 myOmiynux 010mioTeK;

4acTKOBO BTpartuiu ¢pona — 388 010mioTek.

Bumymeno He mpaittoBanu — He MeHIT Hix 2 621 ocoba — 12%,

oyno

0c000710.

3BIJILHEHO (pO3ipBaHO TPYJAOBI JOrOBOopu) He MeHIl HiX 3 1 201

NpU3yNUHEeHA i TPYAOBHUX JOTOBOPIB — 612 0cib




nepeOyBan y BIAMyCcTKax 0e3 30epexeHHs 3apo0iTHOI matu, — 685 ocid

Maiixe KoKeH 4yeTBepTHHl (paxiBelp He mpaioBas y 2022 p.

Jlo moyarky BifiHM B YKpaiHi 3aBEpIIMBCS MPOIEC MCIEHTpami3alii, SKuii
CYTTEBO BIUIMHYB Ha PO3BUTOK MyOiyHUX 010110TEKax y rpoMaax.

Cinbebki O10mioTexkn B YKpaini pizHi. € 010710TeKu BenMKl, OOalHaHI 3a
Cy4YaCHUMHU BUMOTAaMH, 3 PO3TATYKEHOIO CTPYKTYPOIO; € HEBEJIHKI, BIIKPUTI KLIbKa
TOJIMH Ha THXKJCHb.

VY 2022 pori 3 9644 cinbcbkux 010/T10TEK:

4497 marots xomn totepH (7503 oguHULb)

[Tocnyramu cinbebkux 61010TeK ckopuctanucs 3512,9 tuc. ocid

VY cinbchkux 6167110TeKaX MpaIoTh 9763 dhaxiBiiB

3 Hux 5993 3aisH1 HEMOBHUMN POOOUMIA 1CHB.

CbOroziHi roT0BHUM BUKJIMKOM AJis 010110TeKapiB YKpaiHu € BilHA.

YMOBH poOOTM B CUIBCHKIM 0107i0TEIl YacTO HEMpPOCTI: CaMOCTiiHA
opraHizamiss  0i0mioTeyHoro  QoOHIY, YacTo MpU  BIACYTHOCTI  KOIITIB,
00CITyroBYBaHHsI, COIIOKYIBTYpPHA pOOOTa, IPUOUPAHHS TPUMIIIICHHS.

Jleski ciibehKi 610710TEKM BUMYIIIEHI MPAIFOBATH 3UMOIO B HEOIAFOBAHUX
npuminieHHsaXx. Curyanis yCKIaJHIOETbCS OJek-ayTaMHu dYepe3 pyHHyBaHHS
EHEProCUCTEMHU HAIIOI KPalHU.

Ane came 010M10TE€KH YacTO CTAlOTh MyHKTaMHU HE3JaMHOCTI y TpOMajiax —
] 9ac BIJCYTHOCTI CBiTJa, TeIJla BOHM BiKPUBAIOTH JIBEPI BCIM, XTO MOTpeOye
normomoru. bibiiorekapi HanawTh HE TUIBKK (DI3UYHUN TPUXHCTOK, aje W
MICUXOJIOTIUHY MIATPUMKY MPOIYyCKalodu uepes cebe Bech OUTb BTpar Bij BiitHU. B
yMOBaX BOEHHOTO CTaHy, BITYM3HSHI O10M10TEKHM HaMararoTbcs OyTH OMmK4e 10
KO)KHOTO KOopHcTyBada. ['poMana BigdyBae peajbHy MIATPUMKY Bij 010710TEKH 1
Blaja 0auuTh y 010710TeNl BIAMOBIAAIBHOrO napTHepa. CTpareriyHa BaKJIMBICTh
KOMyHIKailii, 0i0iioTeka — rpoMajga — Blaja, CIyrye aaBokaiii Oi0mioTeku y
rpoMai.

BaxxnuBa poib Hanexuth 0107110TEKapro 1 K MOCEPETHUKY MIX MiCIIEBOIO

BJIAJ00 Ta CUIBCBKUMU  JKHTEISIMH. A myOmuHIicT,  Oi0mioTeku, il



3araJIbHOJOCTYIHICTh, PO3TAIlyBaHHS y Oe3MocepeaHiil OJM3bKOCTI 10 HaCEICHHS
€ BOXJIMBUMU YMHHUKAMU MpU peaiizalii 3aBJaHb MiATPUMKH HACEJEHHS Mij yac
BIliHH.

OcoOMMBOCTIMU  YKPAiHCBKOTO CeJla € TOBHA TIPO30PICTh JISUIBHOCTI
KOXHOTro kutens. Ha mepmmii miaH BUXOIUTh OCOOUCTICTh 01010TEKaps 1 HOro
penytartis. J{isutbHICTS (DaxiBIsl CUTECHKOT 010TIOTEKH BXKE TaBHO BUUIILIA 32 MEXI1
cyTo KynbTypHOi cepu. KuuroszOipHs 3maTtHa OyTH NMOBHOIIHHUM YYaCHHUKOM 1
NOMYJISPU3aTOPOM PI3HUX COINIAJTbHUX MPOEKTIB ISl JKUTENIB cejla — JiTed Ta
MOJIOIi, COT[IaTbHO HE3aXUIIEHUX BEPCTB HACEIICHHS.

Croromni mpainiBHukn Cb BUKOHYIOTH (YHKINT IOPUCTIB, €KOHOMICTIB,
IICUXOJIOT'1B, colioyioriB. He BUIagkoBo, 1110 10 HUX CENBYAHU UITyTh 3a Oy[b-SKOIO
JIOBIJIKOIO, KOHCYJIBTAIIIE€I0, TIOpaioro. bo 6161i0Tekap — ronrHa OCBIUEHA Ta 3HAE,
SIK 1 JIe ITyKaTu NoTpiOHYy 1H(POopMaIlito.

[HIITOTO TaKOTO MICIIS B CEJl MOXKE MPOCTO HE OyTH, 1 BCE YacTillle BOHO CTa€
COLIIAJIBHUM OCEPEIKOM IPOMAIH.

[licns  peokymamii TEpUTOpPIA CTa€ BIIOMO TMPO TEPOi3M  CUIbCHKHUX
010mioTekapiB, SKI PATYIOTh (OHMA MiJ 0OCTpijIaMu, BUBO3ATH TEXHIYHI 3ac0o0H
PUBHKYIOUH JKUTTAM, M 00CcTpijgaMu OIiraroTh MOJUBATH KBITH, BUOUPAIOTH CKJIO 3
JTUTSYNX KHUT, 00 JITKA HE TMOPAHWIIUCS, MPUOUPAIOTh HACTIAKU TPOKUBAHHS
okymaHTiB. Taki mnpukiagu maemo y XapkiBchki, CyMmchbkiii, UepHIriBChKiii
obOnactsx. HeliMoBipH1 icTopii Bigomi y JloHeubkiii oOmacTi. XepCOHIIMHA Ma€e
TaKOXX Oarato OmMoBiJeH Mpo KUTTA 010J10TEKapiB y OKymarlii He 3 pO3IMOBiJEH, a
MIPOKUBIIY 1X.

CborolHi MU yMOBHO pO3ALISIEMO O10I10TEKH 3a BIAJAJIEHICTIO 1O JIiHI1
GbpoHTY: OKyNOBaHUX TEPUTOPiH, JEOKYNMOBAHUX TEPUTOPIA, TEPUTOPIN SKi
3HAXOJATHCA B 30H1 OOCTP1JIIB, BIAHOCHO O€3MEYHUX TEPUTOPIH.

[Ipo XHUTTS HA OKYNMOBAaHUX TEPHUTOPISTX MU 3HAEMO HE 3 MEPIIUX PYK, aIHKe
JKUTTS JIFOAWUHN 11€ HAaNOUIbIIA I{IHHICTb.

Cinbecbka 010/1i0T€Ka YacTO € UM HE €IMHUM OCEPEJIKOM KYJIBTYpH Ha Cell.

Bona ryprye HaBkono ceOe akTMBHUX TpomansH. [lompu npyruii pik cTpamrHoi



BiiiHM, O010J10TeKapl, 4YWTa4yl IIyKalOTh CHJIA MIATPUMYBAaTH OJIWH OFHOTO 1
JoToMarati BIMCHKOBUM, BHYTPIIIHBO NEPEMINIEHMM 0c00aM 1 HaBiTh THUM, XTO
BHIXaB 3a KOPJIOHHU YKPAIHHU.

Cinbepki  010710TEKapl B3sJIM Ha ceOe BIAMOBIAANBHICTE 3a (hiKCalliro
Cy4YacCHHUX 1CTOPIM cBOiX rpoma. 30ip, 30epiraHHs Kpa€3HaBuoi 1HPOpMaIi 3aBKIU
Oynu y mpioputeTi QyHKIIN clabCchkux Oi0mioTek. Jlitomucu icropiii cena, 30ip
MICIICBUX JIETEH/I, JOCJIPKEHHSI TOMOHIMIB — BCE II€ € B apCEeHaJIl HaIpalfoBaHb
cinbebkux 0O16mioTekapiB. Metoau ycHOI icTOpii aKTHBHO 3aCTOCOBYIOTHCS MPH
300p1 Kpae3HaBuoi iHpopmMariii. Jlo TeMaTuKU HUHIIITHLOTO Kpa€3HABCTBA IOAAIIHCS
crioraju nepeOyBaHHs B OKyTMaIllli, po3IMOBi/i BETepaHiB, BPAXKCHHS MEPECEIICHIIIB.

Cinbebki 010710TEKM BIiAITpalOTh BEIWKY POJb B ACHMUIINT Yy MICIEBY
KYJIBTYpY JItOJIeH, sIK1 Tiepeixaiu 3 1HIIMX PerioHiB KpaiHu. KynsTypHi cTepeoTuny,
BIJIMIHHOCTI B TIEBHUX TPaAMIIAX, MOBHE NMUTaHHs. [le ganexo He MOBHMI NepeiK
TUX TPYIHOIIIB, 3 SIKUMH CTHKAIOThCSI BHYTPIIIHHO MEPEMIIICHI 0COOM B HOBHX
rpomMajgax. IXHe TOmONaHHA — Lie CKIaAHMIl mpolec, KWt morpebye 3ycuib i
B3aemozonomoru. Came y 6i6mioTekax € iH(opmarlist Ipo MICIIEB1 TPaHUIIii.

Ockinbku 1HMpacTpykTypa cena 1 micta (0coOIMBO B yMOBax BiMHM)
BIJIPI3HSETHCS, a JIIOAM NOTPEOyIOTh JOMOMOTH Yy BiJHOBJIEHHI MEHTAaJbHOTO
3M0poB’ss — 0107i0TeKu OepyTh Ha cebe poOOTy 13 TCUXOJIOTIYHOI MIATPUMKH.
bi0nioTekn CHpUsIOTH CTBOPEHHIO CHUIBHOT, JI€ JIIOAM MOXYTh JIUTUTUCS CBOIM
JIOCB1/IOM, 3HAaXOAUTH MIATPUMKY BiJ OAHOAYMIIIB 1 B3a€EMOMISITU 3 IHIIUMHU, IO
Ma€ MO3UTUBHUI BIUTMB Ha MICUXIYHE 37I0POB'S.

Jlist i€l poOOTH BHUKOPHCTOBYIOThCS pi3HI (hopmu 1 meronu. Hampukian,
3yCTpivi 3 JIKapsiMH, OCBITSIHAMH, MPAKTUKYIOUUMHU TICHXOJOTaMU; TPEHIHTH 3
eJIeMEHTaMH apT-Tepariii; opraHizailis JO3BULIS JUIS JITeH (TBOpYl 3axoiw,
IHTENEKTYaJIbHO-PO3BaKaJIbHI BIKTOPUHU, KBECTH 1 1H.).

bibmiorekapi ciabChkuX 010J10TEK HE BTOMIIIOIOTHCS] TPUMATH 1H(OPMAIIiTHY
000pOHY — HaBYaTH MENIarpaMOTHOCTI 1  PO3BUBATH KPUTHYHE MUCIIECHHS,
niaTpuMyBatu 0105i0TeyHe 00CTYTOBYBaHHS 1 MPOCYBAaHHA YUTAHHS, OpaTH y4acTb

Y BOJIOHTCPCBKHUX ITPOEKTAX.



Jle 6i6mioTexapi 6epyTh CUu JIJisi poOOTH B yMOBax BiHHHU? MU po3yMieMo,

0 caMme 3apa3 HallloHaJbHA iAeHTHdIKalisA BiI0yBaeTbcs KpoB'r0. MU MycuMO

HiATPUMYBATH CBOI TPOMAJIA BCiIMa CHJIAMH.

BaxxnuBa ponb perioHanbHux 010110TeK y TipodeciitHii miarpumili ¢paxiBIiiB

13 cUIbchbKUX 01010TeK. JIFOMSIM BaXKJIMBO BiuyBaTy NpodeciiiHy onopy Bij KOJET.

KokHa, HaBITh MajeceHbKa iCTOpis MOBHHHA OyTu mouyToro. He 3amummtu

CUIbChKOrO 010710TeKaps HAOAMHIN 13 Mpobiaemamu, JAaBatu Iutarpopmy Juis

0oOMiHY MOCBi/JIOM, CIUJIKYBaHHS, CIIBIIEPEKUBAHHS — BCE II€ JIATAE HA BEJIHKI

perioHaabHi 010T10TEKH.

Cepen BHKIMKIB, $IKI JOBEAETHhCS [OJIATH CUIbCbKUM Oi0mioTekam y

MIEPCTICKTUBI:

BiacyTHicTh (haxiBiiiB Ha pUHKY Tparli (JIFOIU BUIXaJId 32 MEXI1 KpaiHu);
Crapinns kazpiB (4epe3 HU3bKUI piBeHb OIUIATH Mpalli)

[Tocriiina anBokaiiist 610110TeKH (HEMPIiOpUTET (piHAHCYBaHHS O10JIOTEKH y
rpomMai)

['Hyuka peakiis Ha TOTPeOU KUTEIIB

Po3yminHS, 1110 HE BC1 YKpaiHChKI cesla OyayTh BiJHOBIIEHI.

Ane Oi0mioTekapl rOTOBI NHpallOBaTH y CKIAAHUX yMOBaX, aOW TIIbKH

CKoOpillie HabJU3UTH TIepeMory!



"Rural libraries of Ukraine during the ongoing war:
challenges of the new reality"

By 2022, Ukraine has been a home to 40 million people. The war has forced
many residents to leave their homes and go to safe places. People in Ukrainian
cities and villages are suffering from the war.

Before the start of the large-scale war, the population of Ukraine lived in 461
cities and 28,369 rural settlements (it should be noted that some of them were
physically destroyed and remained only as marks on the map).

Rural areas account for 30% of the population.

The library system of Ukraine consists of public and special libraries.

The system of public libraries in Ukraine consists of 6 national and state
libraries, which are state-owned and managed by the Ministry of Culture and
Information Policy; 22 regional universal scientific libraries, 19 regional libraries
for youth, 22 regional libraries for children; 11756 rural, town and city libraries
(including those for children and youth) with branches. 9644 libraries with
branches are located in rural areas (82%).

In our country, the State Social Standards for Providing the Population with
Public Libraries in Ukraine set the minimum level of public library services.
According to this normative legal act, the organization of a network of public
libraries in rural areas provides for:

e at least one public library should function in the administrative center
of each territorial community (including united ones);

e in other settlements, a public library is opened for 500-800 people in
the service area, provided that the distance between libraries is not
more than 3 kilometers;

e in villages and towns classified as mountainous settlements in
accordance with the Law of Ukraine "On the Status of Mountainous
Settlements in Ukraine", a public library may operate in each

settlement regardless of the population.



The number of public libraries in Ukraine is decreasing. This is mainly at

the expense of rural libraries.

2013 2014 2021 2022
Public libraries 17 923 15919 12 384 11 756
Rural libraries 14547 13 253 10 161 9 644

The Yaroslav Mudryi National Library of Ukraine constantly monitors the

loss of public libraries. Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion (February 24,

2022), six stages of monitoring have been conducted. The results of the last, sixth

stage, are now being finalized. According to the results of the 5th stage:

- 110 public libraries were completely destroyed;

- 327 public libraries were partially destroyed (in need of major repairs);
- 328 public libraries were slightly damaged;

- 155 libraries lost all material and technical means;

- 231 libraries suffered partial loss of material and technical resources;

- 116 public libraries completely lost their library collections;

- 388 libraries lost part of their collections.

No less than 2,621 people were forced to stop working - 12%,

at least 1,201 people were dismissed (their employment contracts were
terminated).

612 people had their employment contracts suspended

were on unpaid leave - 685 people

Almost one in four specialists did not work in 2022.

Before the war broke out, Ukraine had completed the process of

decentralization, which had a significant impact on the development of public

libraries in communities.

Rural libraries in Ukraine are different. There are large libraries equipped with

modern facilities and a branched structure; there are tiny libraries open for a few

hours a week.
In 2022, out of 9644 rural libraries:
4497 have computers (7503 units)




The services of rural libraries were used by 3512.9 thousand people

9763 specialists work in rural libraries. Of them, 5993 are employed part-time.

Today, the main challenge for librarians in Ukraine is the war. The working
conditions in rural libraries are often difficult: self-organization of the library
collection, often with no funding, maintenance, socio-cultural work, and
housekeeping.

Some rural libraries are forced to work in unheated premises in winter. The
situation is complicated by blackouts due to the destruction of our energy system.

However, libraries often become points of resilience in communities - in the
absence of light and heating, they open their doors to everyone who needs help.
Librarians provide not only physical shelter, but also psychological support,
passing through the pain of the war. Under martial law, national libraries are trying
to be closer to every user. The community feels real support from the library and
the government sees the library as a responsible partner. The strategic importance
of communication, library - community - government, serves to advocate for the
library in the community.

The librarian also plays an essential role as an intermediary between local
authorities and rural residents. Moreover, the publicity of the library, its general
accessibility, and its location in close proximity to the population are important
factors in the realization of the tasks of supporting the population during the war.

The peculiarity of the Ukrainian village is the complete transparency of the
activities of each resident. That's when the librarian's personality and reputation
come to the fore. The activities of a rural library specialist have long gone beyond
the purely cultural sphere. The library is able to be a meaningful participant and
promoter of various social projects for the locals - children and youth, socially
vulnerable groups.

Today, rural library staff perform the functions of lawyers, economists,
psychologists, and sociologists. It is no wonder that villagers come to them for any
information, consultation, or advice. A librarian is an educated person who knows

how and where to find the information one needs.



There may simply be no other such place in the village, and it is increasingly
becoming the social center of the community.

After the de-occupation of the territories, the heroism of rural librarians who
save the collection under fire, take out technical equipment at the risk of their lives,
run to water flowers under fire, pick out glass from children's books so that
children do not get hurt, and clean up the consequences of the occupiers' residence
became well-known. We see such examples in Kharkiv, Sumy, and Chernihiv
regions. Incredible stories are known in Donetsk region. Kherson region also has
many stories about the lives of librarians under occupation, real stories.

Today, we conditionally divide libraries by their distance to the front line:
occupied territories, de-occupied territories, territories under fire, and relatively
safe territories. We know about living in the occupied territories firsthand, because
human life is the greatest value.

A village library is often the only center of culture in a village. It brings
together active citizens. Despite the second year of a terrible war, librarians and
readers are looking for the strength to support each other and help the military,
internally displaced persons, and even those who have left Ukraine.

Rural librarians have taken on the responsibility of recording the contemporary
histories of their communities. Collecting and storing local history information has
always been a priority for rural libraries. Chronicles of village histories, collection
of local legends, research of place names - all this is in the arsenal of rural
librarians. Oral history methods are actively used in collecting local history
information. Memories of being under occupation, stories of veterans, and
impressions of immigrants have been added to the topics of current local history.

Rural libraries play an essential role in assimilating people who have moved
from other regions of the country into the local culture. Cultural stereotypes,
differences in certain traditions, language issues. This is not a complete list of the
difficulties faced by internally displaced persons in new communities. Overcoming
them is a complex process that requires effort and mutual assistance. Libraries are

the place to find information about local traditions.



Since the infrastructure of villages and cities (especially in times of war) is
different, and people need help in restoring their mental health, libraries are taking
on the work of psychological support. Libraries help to create communities where
people can share their experiences, find support from like-minded people, and
interact with others, which has a positive impact on mental health.

Various forms and methods are used for this work. For example, meetings with
doctors, educators, practicing psychologists; trainings with elements of art therapy;
organization of leisure activities for children (creative activities, intellectual and
entertaining quizzes, quests, etc.).

Librarians in rural libraries do not get tired of maintaining information
resistance - teaching media literacy and developing critical thinking, supporting
library services and promoting reading, and participating in volunteer projects.

Where do librarians get the strength to work in wartime? We understand that
right now, national identity is being established at the expense of human lives. We
must support our communities with all our might.

The role of regional libraries in providing professional support to specialists
from rural libraries is crucial. It is important for people to feel professional support
from their colleagues. Every small story has to be heard. Large regional libraries
are responsible for not leaving rural librarians alone with their challenges,
providing a platform for sharing experiences, communication, and empathy.

Among the challenges that rural libraries will have to overcome in the future:

- Lack of specialists in the labor market (people have left the country);

- Aging of staft (due to low salaries)

- Constant championing of the library (non-priority of library funding in the
community)

- Flexible response to the needs of residents

- Understanding that not all Ukrainian villages will be restored.

However, librarians are ready to work in difficult conditions to bring our

mutual victory closer!



